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We are so excited to be opening the doors again on the 2nd of September and really looking forward to 

seeing everyone again. As things are still changing with regard to COVID-19 which is impacting all our 

lives we thought it was important to lay out how Stepping Stones Pre-school will be operating during the 

coming term and try to answer some of your questions. If after reading this newsletter you have any 

further questions please email preschool1@clipston.northants.sch.uk and we will do our best to answer.  

Opening hours: 

We will be open from Monday to Friday from 8.45am-3.15pm, operating a morning session 8.45am-

11.45am, lunch from 11.45am-12.15pm and an afternoon session from 12.15pm-3.15pm. 

Funding  

All children are entitiled to 15 hours funded childcare from the term after their 3rd birthday. We will 

calculate your hours and prepare your forms ready for your signature when you return. If it’s the first 

time your child is claiming the funding please bring in a copy of your child’s birth certificate and proof of 

your address (driving licence or utility bill). 

If you are entitled to 30 hours funding or 2 year old funding you will need to apply on the 

Northamptonshire Council website, they will provide you with a reference number to send to us. We will 

need to receive this reference by Friday 28th August to ensure we can process your funding claim.  

If you have already been claiming 30 hours funding please ensure you update it every 3 months as 

requested by the HMRC. If you were previously eligible but your income has been affected by COVID-19 

you may still be eligible so do go on and check.  

COVID-19  

We are following the latest government guildance which can be found on the webpage: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-

closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures 

We have updated our risk assessment to include all elements of the guidance to create an inherently 

safer environment for children and staff where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially 

reduced for children and staff. If you would like to view the full risk assessment please visit our webiste 

www.steppingstonesclipston.co.uk or request a copy by e-mail preschool1@clipston.northants.sch.uk 
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If your child or a member of the family develops Coronavirus symptoms it is critical that they do not 

come to preschool and isolate as per government guidance. Any child who develops symptoms at 

preschool will be isolated and parents will be asked to immediately collect. 

Bags 

Children should bring a bag to Stepping Stones daily, it should contain indoor shoes such as slippers or 

pumps, a change of clothing including socks, a water bottle and any other personal essentials your child 

may need during the day. Toys from home should not be included. It is really helpful if all items are 

labelled with your child’s name. 

Cleaning 

We will continue with our enhanced cleaning routines, which includes cleaning frequently touched 

surfaces, toilets, tables etc throughout the day, as well as employing a cleaning company who attend for 

the full clean at the end of each day. We have removed soft furnishings and will clean the toys daily. If a 

toy is used that cannot be cleaned for example a jigsaw this will be quarantined for 72 hours after use.  

Drop off / pick up 

Parents should only enter the setting if it is essential. Only one parent should drop off and pickup each 

child. Parents should wait at the bottom of the path until it is clear, when you have completed the drop 

off or pick up please use the one way system by walking out along the front of the school and through 

the school gate, allowing the next parent to walk up the path  

Face Masks and PPE 

Face masks are not recommended for children under the age of 11. Staff at Stepping Stones can choose 

to wear a face mask. Staff will wear appropriate PPE including gloves, apron, face mask and visor when 

appropriate, and in particular if supervising a child with suspected symptoms.  

Handwashing 

We will be continuing with regular supervised handwashing for all children throughout the day, 

including on arrival, after using the toilet and before and after eating. Handsanitiser will be available for 

use under supervision also. 

Hygeine 

Children will be reminded to catch their coughs and sneezes with a tissue or an elbow. We will promote 

the “catch it, bin it, kill it” approach. 

Other settings 

It is recommended that you only send your child to one setting if possible to reduce the risk of 

transmission. 

Outdoors 

We will continue to make full use of our outdoor space daily. Please ensure your child comes with 

appropriate shoes and coat to play outdoors in all weathers.  



Positive case 

As we are such a small setting the chance of one of our children or staff members testing positive for 

Coronavirus is very small, however if this was to happen we would engage with the NHS Test and Trace 

process, manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the setting community, contain 

any outbreak by following local health protection team advice and notify Ofsted. 

 

Social distancing 

As we are a very small setting the whole setting including all staff and children will mix within the setting. 

Adults will social distance where possible. Social distancing is not appropriate between child and adult 

or child and child with children under 5. 

Snack and lunch 

Stepping Stones will provide a morning and afternoon snack, this will be fruit and a carbohydrate, for 

example apple and toast or banana and rice cake with a drink of milk or water. Staff preparing food will 

wear appropriate PPE. 

Children who attend lunch club should bring a packed lunch in a bag or box. Food should be packaged in 

a way that the child is able to open it themselves where possible.  

Symptoms 

If your child or a member of the family develops Coronavirus symptoms it is crtical that they do not 

come to preschool and isolate as per government guidance. Any child who develops symptoms at 

preschool will be isolated and parents will be asked to immediately collect. 

Test and trace 

The safety and well-being of our staff and children are of the upmost importance, we expect all staff and 

parents to engage with the government test and trace system. 

Visitors 

Visitors to the setting will only be permitted when essential, for example from social services, specialist 

support or a speech and language therapist.  

Contractors coming to do work within the setting will attend during closed hours where possible. 

Unfortunately our lovely volunteers who usually attend Stepping Stones to support our children by 

offering small group maths, speech and language and cooking will be unable to attend at this time, we 

will endeavour to provide this within the staff team and hope to welcome them back soon. 

Forest school 

Forest school will officially begin on Thursday 24th September, before that we will be settling the 

children (new and old) into the setting and preparing them for the new adventure - talking about Forest 

school, playing with mud, planting and doing practice walks around the village. 

 



There will be a separate parent briefing sent out by 10th September detailing all the information you will 

need to prepare your child for the experience.  

 

Committee 

Our management committee is made up of parent volunteers who undertake a variety of roles including 

chair, treasurer, secretary and fundraising. They meet each half term to review the workings of the 

setting and make key business decisions. The committee raises funds to invest in new equipment and 

support the setting financially. Some members of the committee will be standing down this summer so 

if you are interested in getting involved please speak to Sam or any member of the committee.  

Annual General Meeting 

We will be holding our Annual General Meeting on 28th September – please save the date, more details 

to follow. 

 

 

Looking forward to seeing you very soon.... 

Term dates 

Autumn term first half Wednesday 2nd September – 23rd October 2020 
Half term break Monday 26th October – Monday 2nd November 2020 
Autumn term second half Tuesday 3rd November – Friday 18th December 2020 
Christmas holidays Monday 21st December 2020 – Monday 4th January 2021 
Spring term first half Tuesday 5th January – Friday 12 February 2021 
Half term break Monday 15th February – Monday 22nd February 2021 
Spring term second half Tuesday 23rd February – Friday 26th March 2021 
Easter holidays Monday 29th March – Friday 9th April 2021 
Summer term first half Monday 12th April – Thursday 27th May 2021 
Half term break Friday 28th May – Friday 4th June 2021 
Summer term second half Monday 7th June – Tuesday 20th July 2021 
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